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Pastor Report  --  February 2012
Seasons of the Church and Our Ministry Together
Since arriving at Bethesda and Alexandria November 9, it occurs to me I have been with you through “three seasons” – none of which have to do with weather.  The three have to do with seasons in the life of the church:

1. Stewardship 

2. Christmas

3. Budget

Fortunately, the “un-fun” but crucial seasons of stewardship and budget were separated by the festival and celebration of God’s entry into the world through Jesus.  What a highlight in my ministry with you were the Christmas worship services – filled with music, Scripture and family and friends!  I can only say, “Thank you, God, and well done people of Bethesda!”
What follows are some things leadership has been praying and talking and thinking about.  Some of these will happen right away and some will take years.  But we continue to seek God’s leading and working together for the ministry future of Bethesda.

· Annual meeting and elections are crucial for positioning the ministry for the coming years.  How well we do now can put us either on firm or on shaky ground for the future.

· Possibilities of committee night, where all committees meet on the same night and open together with prayer and Scripture and report back at the end, is being worked on with committees and Church Council.

· Karen Fieldhammer’s resignation as Children and Youth Director is a major impact and a big loss for the congregation.  Valuing our children and continuing to teach the faith is a high priority for Bethesda.  We thank Karen for her passionate hard work with our kids.

· Office updates are progressing nicely, and soon you will be seeing new carpet throughout the church.  This is happening because of generous giving to the Capital Fund Drive and through the hard work of many volunteer re-modelers.   Thank you!

· A new worship liturgy has been composed by Bethesda’s music leader, Mark Graf.  The choir is assisting the congregation in learning the music.  Good job, people!

· At a recent Parish Ed and Personnel meeting, the conversation took place again of how to use the educational wing for ministry growth with children.  In the months to come, we will develop a task force, charged with the task to explore possibilities for use of the building for additional ministry.


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WORSHIP LEADER TRAINING

Would you be open to assisting in worship, either at the Saturday 5:00 PM service or the Sunday 
9:30 AM service?  

A training session is scheduled at Bethesda for Saturday, February 4 at 10:00 AM.   Here is what we will do on the 4th:

· Go through the liturgy and see what sections of the worship people are willing to lead.  This goes beyond the Scripture reading. 

· Practice a bit on where to stand, how to use microphones and read through the portions of the worship service the lay person would lead. 

· Look at schedules to see which Saturdays / Sundays people would like to assist with.

We have 4 or 5 people (2 for Saturday nights and 2 or 3 for Sunday mornings) who currently do this ministry.  We would love to have several more.

Talk with Pastor Kent for more information.
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                          Pastor Kent’s Newspaper Column

The Alexandria Echo Press has graciously consented to allow me to be a religion columnist for their paper.  I plan to write two columns per month for them.  This is a volunteer commitment – no pay—but it does allow Bethesda’s name to be in the paper with a ministry theme.

I started writing for local newspapers several years ago when I became irritated by all the negative press that Christians, and especially Lutherans, were getting.  My concern was, if people only knew about the Christian church and Christians by what they read and heard in the media, they were getting a skewed picture of who we are.  

The column I write is called “Faith Matters”.  It will generally run the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month.  The editor I work with will understand that occasionally because of our church schedule, I may not be able to write two columns per month.  But we will try.

Writing a column such as this is a challenge for a long-winded preacher such as me.  The column is  limited to 500 words.  The writing needs to be concise.  On complex spiritual matters, brevity will not always allow a topic to be fully explored, but I will do my best.

My goals for writing:
· Bring a positive, mainline denomination faith voice to the paper.

· Encourage people who have stepped away from an active faith life to re-engage in the church.

· Challenge church-goers to be faithful and open to God and neighbor.

· I will not raise up the denomination of Lutheranism or the church of Bethesda in the column, but you can be assured that is the context from which I always write.

· Look at life with a somewhat humorous approach, taking ordinary life situations and bring them into the realm of faith.  I want to help people connect their every-day life with the bigger story of God’s kingdom.  I try to watch for people doing Godly things.
One of Bethesda’s goals is to “grow in membership”.  This column will not automatically put “people in the pews”, but it does put Bethesda on people’s “radar screen” so that they think about our church and may want to “check us out”.  That means, we need to be ready to welcome and embrace these visitors/guests and have quality ministries for children and adults.
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Council Highlights ~                                            
Council met Tuesday, January 10th.

Pastor Kent led devotions.

Motions made and seconded to accept the minutes of the December 13th council meeting and to accept the agenda as printed with two additions; passed.

Bill Wallace gave an update on the capital fund campaign. Carpet will be coming soon and we will need volunteers to help take up the pews.  There will be some money remaining which will be used to finish off the men’s bathroom project.

New Business

Committee Night – Discussion held regarding the idea of having a committee night. Rodella Jacobson and Nancy Thompson will work with Pastor Kent on setting up a plan.

Nominating Committee – Karen Graf indicated there are openings on the ballot; but calls are being made to try and fill the vacancies.

Pastor Installation – Installation dates for Pastor Kent are February 11 and 12; coffee and cake to follow.

Upon motion from Jim Thompson, second by Darice Cunniff, it was voted to designate $4000 of the total cash salary for 2012 to be paid to Pastor Kent Stillson as a housing/furnishing allowance in response to pastor’s request and acknowledgement that the allowance so designated will not exceed actual expenses for their home including mortgage payments, utilities, upkeep and repairs, taxes, insurance and furnishings. Therefore, cash salary shall be $40,689 and housing allowance shall be $21,277. Motion passed.

2012 Budget – Discussion held regarding proposals being brought to the church council for review. Motion made to present two proposals to the congregation.

Nancy Thompson will make contact with Jane Blade to see if she would consider auditing the church books.

Next regular council meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 14th at 7 p.m.
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From Spiritual Life …

   Trust the past to the Mercy of God; the Present to the Love of God; the Future to the Providence of God; TRUST GOD WHO LOVES YOU!
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

  1 - Samantha Ellingson

       Makena Sayre

  2 - Mary Sether

       Carol Jacobson                
       Kaden Miller

  6 - Bob Heskin

       Spencer Brand

  7 - Matt Kugler

       Jeff Brand

  8 - McKenna Ellingson

11 - Neal Olson

12 - Stan Halverson

       Robbie Carlsen

       Jett Thorstad

13 - Julie Klarich                                                    
14 - Louise Wiley                                                           
       Ken Nelson 
15 – Sharon Severson

16 - Cecelia Odden

       Cadence Ellingson

       Kennedy Ellingson

18 - Marty Lyngen

       Marlys Bungum

19 - Audrey Ruplinger

       Lori McKirdy

       Marsha Sayre

21 - Karen Henrikson

22 - Mark Koski

23 – Mary Kruse

25 - Stephanie Ellingson

       Andy Fieldhammer

27 - Noreen Carlson

       Spencer Lucas

28 - Marnee’ Herd

29 - Maggie Leland

       Scott Wirtjes


Lent: Spring Training for Christians





Lent may be thought of as “Spring Training for Christians”.  Like major league baseball players, we need to “brush up” on the basics and take some pitching and batting practice.  With this in mind …..





You will be invited to join Pastor Kent in a daily Bible reading exercise of the Book of Acts.  Acts talks about the growth and the mission of Christianity, which are topics relevant for Bethesda, as we seek to grow in our mission and community impact.





Mid-week worship will examine the theme of “Hands of the Passion of Christ”.  This idea came from the Worship Committee and will focus on such themes as closed fist, accusing finger, praying hands, serving hands, dirty hands, pierced hands, healed hands and searching hands.








                                                                            





ATTENTION --- Thrivent Financial for Lutheran Members!


Don’t forget to direct your “Choice Dollars” during the coming year. “Choice Dollars” are part of Thrivent Choice. Through this Thrivent Financial Charitable Grant Program, eligible Benefit members can recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes part of its Charitable Grant Funds. “Choice Dollars” can be directed among thousands of Lutheran organizations, including BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH.


If any of our Bethesda Thrivent members are not aware of this program or have questions, please give me a call (762-8468), call Thrivent, or visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. This is a great opportunity for Bethesda to receive some extra monetary support! Thank you.


Marlene Braun, Thrivent Congregational Advocate





Pastor Kent Stillson will be officially installed in his call to Bethesda Lutheran Church at services on Saturday, February 11 and Sunday, February 12, 2012. Pastor Laurie Natwick, Assistant to the Bishop, Northwestern Minnesota Synod, will lead us in the Rite of Installation as well as delivering the sermon at these services. 





This is both a solemn and celebratory service of commitment in which Pastor Kent and all of Bethesda’s members express a unity in working together as fellow servants of Christ. A special coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall will follow the Sunday worship service.  We encourage all to attend!





The church season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22, with worship and imposition of ashes at 7 p.m.





The Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday and continues through Holy Week, culminating on Easter morning. During Lent, Christians of many denominations prepare their hearts to humbly hear and receive Christ’s ultimate sacrifice of death on the cross and glorious resurrection.





Mid-week services of the Holden Evening Prayer will be held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday evenings.





Starting February 22, Lenten soup suppers will again be held on Wednesday evenings with serving beginning at 5:30 p.m. Come and invite a friend to share in food, fellowship, music, and hearing the message of God’s grace.





MISSION MINISTRIES Corner ~


Mission Ministries started 2012 off with a bang and had a pretty productive January meeting. Here are some highlights:


We had some discussion on MM giving and decided to give 50% locally, 25% nationally, and 25% internationally.


Missionary Sponsorship goal was set at $2000.


We agreed that the kids could serve soup suppers during Lent and our committee would supply the extras.


We set up the Noisy Offering giving for the year.


�If you have any questions or comments about the Mission Ministries Committee, please feel free to talk to any of our members: Anne Brewer, Cindy Bigger, Deb Lysfjord, Neal and Dorothy Olson, Dave and Louise Wiley, Jim Odden, Sanford Olson, or Bobbi Jo Wiener.









































“All Creation Sings”, a new liturgical setting composed by Mark Graf, will be incorporated into the Sunday worship services from February through May. We learned portions of it in January so hopefully you will recognize the new melodies! The choir will help lead the congregation on first and third Sundays as well. The current plan is not to use this at Saturday evening services. Mark and the Worship Committee welcome your comments.





“All Creation Sings”, a new liturgical setting composed by Mark Graf, will be incorporated into the Sunday worship services from February through May. We learned portions of it in January so hopefully you will recognize the new melodies! The choir will help to lead the congregation on first and third Sundays as well. The current plan is not to use this at Saturday evening services. Mark and the Worship Committee welcome your comments.





Wednesday Night Suppers continue until the Lenten Soup Suppers start!


Come join others for food and fellowship on Wednesday February 1, 8, and 15.


Meals are served between 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.











Circles –


Meet at the church on Thursday, February 2


1:00 p.m.  – Joy Circle; Joyce Kunde, hostess


1:30 p.m.  – Rebecca Circle; Colleen Wegner,                                                                                  


                                                               hostess





                                                       





Directory Changes:


Steve and Marilyn Boushley


1406 Lisa Avenue NE


Alexandria, MN  56308       762-8446





Darice Cunniff   - daricecunniff@charter.net





Randy Spoden – 


 RANDY@RANDYSMENSWEAR.COM





Cindy Gilmore   320-808-0541








