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ありがとうございました！


これからもよろしくおねがいします！











To close, I’d like to invite you to pray with us.  Two particular areas where we would welcome solidarity in prayer are for the victims of the tsunami and for peace in our world.  


The Japanese congregation we serve (Murozono Lutheran Church) always dedicates the first or second Sunday in August to praying for peace throughout the world.  We also sing hymns that deal primarily with the theme of spreading peace as Christian witnesses.  As many of you may recall, the two atomic bombs were dropped on August 6th and August 9th in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, respectively.  To honor the memory of those who died (some members of our congregation were actually in the Nagasaki area in 1945), and to focus the prayers of the church on efforts to create peace in the world, the first (or second) Sunday in August is always dedicated to worshiping the Prince of Peace and how we, as a body of Christ, can honor His name accordingly.


Regarding the tsunami victims, the ELCA has developed a special prayer specifically in response to the disaster in Japan.  This might be one to keep on hand for other times of darkness, when words do not come forth easily.  If used in your church bulletin, please be sure to include copyright information:





Time of community mourning


God our creator, through whose providing care we enjoy all goodness and life, turn our eyes to your mercy in this time of confusion and loss.


Comfort those who mourn the loss of loved ones because of the earthquake and tsunami; shine your light on those whose only companion is darkness; and teach us all so to number our days that we may apply our hearts to your wisdom; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.





(Adapted from ELW, pew edition, page 77)





© Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Permission is granted to reproduce this material for local, non-sale use only.
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     A beautiful butterfly in our yard








Text (right):  Thank you very much!  Even now as we step forward, we remain in your care and thank you in advance~











           


   A special note of thanks to Bethesda Lutheran!


	


Dear friends in Alexandria, MN





Greetings from Kumamoto, Japan, where our family serves as missionaries on behalf of you and the ELCA.  We sure miss summer fun in Minnesota – everything from the MN State Fair to some of the summer activities offered around the Hastings and Twin Cities areas.  As you fire up the grill this summer, please enjoy some “Better Cheddar Brats” or some pan-fried walleye on behalf of the Benckes!  These summer treats only come our way when we are on home assignment.  Somehow, fresh eel and raw horse isn’t quite the same as a plate of buttery walleye with a cob of corn freshly picked out of the field…


I would like to take this opportunity to extend our heartfelt thanks to you for your ongoing prayers of support, your enthusiasm for this partnership in mission, and for your continued financial contributions to the ministry of global missions.  These are tough times – weather and climate are presenting major issues for you in Minnesota, economic issues have many of you wondering about your futures, and political issues continue to confuse everyone.  I know that there are many ways for you to engage in being Jesus’ hands and feet, and we would like you to know how much we and the people you serve through us appreciate your commitment to this relationship.  


As Japan continues to recover from the earthquake and tsunami of March 11th, efforts are still being made to find housing for about 150,000 people – people who continue to live in shelters provided mainly by churches and municipal buildings. Thanks to the generosity of companion churches such as yourselves, however, there appears to be no shortage of food, water, or other ‘life-necessities’ for these folks.  Contributions from ELCA and other Lutheran churches around the world are making a major difference in the lives of these people.  As you can imagine, bureaucracy at all levels of government are often slowing down processes that churches can take care of fairly efficiently, so your support has been critical and appreciated. For more information about how the Lutheran community is working together during this crisis, please visit 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.jler.org/" �http://www.jler.org/�.


 	Our Lutheran companions in the Sendai area are also now accepting teams of volunteers to help clean out homes and do labor-intensive work as clean-up efforts continue.  Our family has been considering this as an option for one our summer activities.  However, one of the barriers for us participating is that there is a shortage of vehicles in the north, so flying isn’t really an option – volunteers need to drive their personal vehicles or rent a bus.  For us, that would mean a 36 hour non-stop drive in a country where highway tolls alone would cost more than an airplane ticket to San Francisco.  So, more thought will go into that decision.  It does make me wonder if it wouldn’t be cheaper for a team of volunteers from America to come to Japan, since domestic travel with a tourist visa is often substantially cheaper than for those with a resident visa, like us.  Kind of ironic how that works, isn’t it?


As for our family life, we are in the midst of summer here in Kumamoto.  Rainy season has ended, after having dumped over 30 centimeters of rain (1 foot) over the course of one or two days in addition to the regular daily rains.  While Kumamoto fared pretty well despite the threat of landslides, areas in the EQ/tsunami region were hit hard with mudslides since the ground is still very unstable.


These days, we are awakened by the deafening sounds of cicadas chirping in the park next door, starting as soon as the sun breaks over the horizon at about 5:30am.  If the cicadas don’t wake us up, then we can count on a 6:30am wake-up call from the radio in the park as members of neighborhood join together for 10 minutes of nation-wide “exercise.”  Yes, millions of Japanese join together outside  as they listen to a leader on the radio for a 10 minute vigorous stretch and warm-up routine to kick off their day. I would join in the fun, but…. (fill in the best excuse here – mosquitoes?  Laziness?  Too hot?  Too humid?  Don’t wanna wake the kids?)!  Honestly, this is one area of Japanese culture that I just can’t get into. 


Emilie just finished her last day of school two weeks ago.  She got her report card for the first trimester of school.  We were warned in a newsletter that the first two days back at school in September will be exams – much the norm in Japan.  When students return to school after a break or even as they begin a new school year, exams dominate the days.  Maybe this is to ensure that students maintain their studies individually over their so-called breaks, or maybe it’s to ensure that parents have something to tell their kids when they complain of boredom over the summer.  “Well, Riku-kun, I suppose you could work on some Kanji if you’re that bored….”


  Hannah, our two-year-old, tries to find as much trouble she can into as possible.  A few escapades that will go down in her scrapbook include ‘consuming’ (can’t say eat, can’t say drink) an entire tube of grape flavored Colgate toothpaste, pushing out the screen of her second story bedroom while she stood on the windowsill, and bringing her favorite potato bugs into the house and leaving them in our shoes because “they were getting wet in the rain.”  Needless to say, she is a lot of fun but requires our full attention at all times.


Patrick and I are in our last two weeks of classes, heading into final exams.  We both find teaching at this incredibly hot and humid time of year to be exhausting and wonder how the students feel.  To this end, we try to stay hydrated, eat lightly, sleep on the floor where it’s cooler, and I’ve taken to going to an acupuncturist to help ‘keep things moving on the inside.’ Or so she says~





Our current mailing address:


Bencke Family


KUMAMOTO SHI


SHIMIZU MANGOKU 5-17-17


861-8068


JAPAN





Phone from U.S.


     011-81-96-344-2642





Email:


  � HYPERLINK "mailto:jackie@bencke.com" ��jackie@bencke.com�





Missionary Sponsorship


For more information on ELCA   missionary sponsorship, please contact: 





Rev. Twila Schock, Director, 


Global Mission Support 


8765 W. Higgins Road 


Chicago IL 60631 


(800) 638-3522, ext. 2641


� HYPERLINK "mailto:twila.schock@elca.org" ��twila.schock@elca.org� OR


� HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/missionarysponsorship" �www.elca.org/missionarysponsorship�





Did we miss anyone?


If you know anyone who might like to receive our newsletters, please have them send us an e-mail requesting to be added to our mailing list.





ELCA— Global Mission


If you are interested in learning more about the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s global mission, please visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/globalmission" ��www.elca.org/globalmission�





JELC: Mission in India


The Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church and Japan Evangelical Lutheran Association work together to create opportunities for young Japanese Christians and those who are ‘seeking’ to participate in a life changing outreach program in Jamkhed, India. If you wish to support these efforts, please send donations to Rev. Twila Schock (address above). Please make sure to mark donations as “Level 2 funding (JELA):  Helping Children in Need.”  A gift of $25 will buy materials for an artificial leg for someone who cannot afford that expense on his/her own.  This new leg will allow an individual to return to work in his/her fields, go back to a job, take care of a family, or go to school.  The loss of a leg in India is usually due to car accidents, leprosy, or in some areas, land mines.
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